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Choice | Alternative Programs

 Science
 Indigenous Education
 Arts-Centred
 All Girls
 Languages (French, German, 

Mandarin, Spanish)
 Montessori
 Traditional Learning Centre (TLC)



Why Alternative Programs?

 Providing families choices to 
appeal to the interests and 
preferences of each student

 Programs focus on a particular 
language, culture, subject (Arts, 
Science), or teaching philosophy

 Informed choice is essential – what 
is THIS particular program about 
and how does it meet MY child’s 
needs?



Inform | Key Messages

 Each program has unique features
 Integrity of the program remains the 

same across sites
 All sites follow Alberta Programs of 

Study with ATA certificated teachers
 All schools requiring a lottery follow 

the CBE lottery process
 Aligned with system timeframe for 

registration
 There is a designated Alternative 

Program school for each home 
address



Kindergarten at a Science School
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Many Field Studies and Experiences
Volunteer Opportunities 

throughout the year

Learning through the Lens of Science



Inquiry-Based Learning
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How can we observe with curiosity to explore 
and understand connections in our world?

Thimbleberry Learning- Stories in the Schoolyard



What does Inquiry look like in Kindergarten?

Listening to Student Voice 
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What does Inquiry look like in Kindergarten?

Students Ask Questions to Guide Learning
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What does Inquiry look like in Kindergarten?
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Integrating our Inquiry with other 
Subject Areas

Green Calgary - 
Introduction to Birds 

Language Arts

Science Math

Social Studies



Typical Day in Kindergarten
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 Group Learning
 Early Literacy and Numeracy 
 Snack
 Daily Physical Education
 Guided learning activities
 Music/Singing/Poetry
 iLab
 Exploration



Early Numeracy Skills in Kindergarten
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Early Literacy Skills in Kindergarten
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When Can My Child Begin Kindergarten?

13

Blue Months- Child must be registered in Grade One. 
Green Months- Child should be registered in Kindergarten (*please see below) 
Yellow Months- Child is eligible to start Kindergarten in 2026-27 OR 2027-28 
Red Months- Cannot register as this child is too young (born after December 31, 2021 cutoff).

Children must be at least five years old as of December 31 to start 
kindergarten in the fall of that calendar year. This means that a four-

year old child may start kindergarten if they will turn five on or before 
December 31 of that calendar year.



iLab at Maple Ridge School
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 Available both as 
a whole-class learning 
space and as resource 
for in-class learning.

 Stocked with the 
assistance of 
students, community
and parent council.

 Foundation for design 
thinking/scientific 
process.



Field Studies at Maple Ridge School
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Sample of Events at Maple Ridge School
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 Orange Shirt Day
 Winter Solstice 

Celebration
 Kindness Week
 Pi Day Celebration
 Science Olympics







Current CBE Students
Expression of Interest | School Engage



Registration is Online with School Engage

• The registration form is 
approximately 16 tabs

• Ensure you have a few 
minutes to fill these out

• You may SAVE and return 
to the form

• Required documents prior 
to beginning your forms





Alternative Programs | Schools in Lottery Registration Process



• To have your Registration / Expression of Interest considered 
for the Lottery, it must be completed and submitted by Noon 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2026.

• Schools will hold lotteries at Noon on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 
2026.

• Results of the lottery will be communicated to families within 10 
business days.

• Families will then have 10 business days to respond to any 
offers of placement.

Lottery Process and Timeline



• We encourage you to wait until you hear if you were 
successful in the lottery from every school to which you 
expressed interest.

• Once you accept a placement, you may not receive 
any further offers.

• All offers of placement or confirmation that you were not 
successful will come through SchoolEngage. Existing 
CBE students may hear directly from the school.​

Communication from the school(s)



Lottery Zone Maps 





How We Prioritize Students For Lottery



• If the student's name was not drawn in the lottery process for 
an alternative program, they will attend their designated 
regular program school.

• If you select more than one alternative program, each school 
will notify you whether you have been accepted. 

• If you were not accepted into any of the lottery schools, you 
will attend your designated regular program school.

• A waitlist will be created for students not accepted into an 
alternative program and will be dissolved at the of September.

Name NOT Drawn in the Lottery



Inform | Transportation
• K-5 yellow bus transportation provided 

following CBE congregated stop 
guidelines for alternative programs

• parents pay an annual fee for CBE yellow 
bus service 

• 2025-2026 Fees
 Kindergarten ($180 – 1way)
 Grade 1-4 ($360)

• Congregated stops are reviewed annually 
and informed by pre-registration for 
transportation, online through 
MyCBE/PowerSchool

• Congregated stops may not be within 
walking distance and alternate 
arrangements may be required to access 
the congregated stop



Other considerations:
 Extra field study fee per student for whole 

class day trips
o Kindergarten (Roughly $100)
o Grade 1-4 (Roughly $200)

 Parent commitment to volunteer for field 
studies (3 times per year per child)

 Lunchroom supervision fee:
o Grade 1-4 (2025-2026): $350

 Student supply fee
o Kindergarten (2025-2026): $20
o Grade 1-4 (2025-2026): $40



School-specific information

 Music Specialist

 Educational assistants provide 
support for students who require 
additional support. The number of 
education assistants varies each 
year.

 Administrative team believes in 
working closely with students and 
families to support the social, 
emotional and academic growth of 
each child.



Elements of the Science 
Program

 An emphasis on the development of 
scientific literacy

 A focus on critical thinking through 
science and technology perspectives 
across subject areas using Alberta 
Education curriculum

 Extensive field studies to enhance 
classroom inquiry (approximately 10 – 
20 per year) across all seasons



Differences and similarities 
with community school 
programs:
Differences:
 Students learn through the “lens of science”
 Focus on scientific inquiry
 Mandatory field studies
 Blended CTF program
 Focus on journaling

Similarities:
 Alberta Curriculum
 Daily Physical Education
 Character
 Citizenship
 Personal Development



The Science Program 
classroom:

 Engages students through the practice of 
scientific inquiry and experiential learning

 Engages with experts in the field of 
science and technology

 Explores opportunities to participate in 
science across all areas of the curriculum

 Instills a collaborative approach to 
seeking solutions to complex problems



A Science Program student…

 Has a love of science and curiosity about 
how the world works

 Has a willingness to take risks in learning 
and is comfortable with ambiguity

 Exemplifies a resiliency for learning in 
outdoor environments in all weather 
conditions

 Is willing to conform to uniform regulations 
when/where expected





mapleridgeschoolpta

MAPLE RIDGE SCHOOL COUNCIL & 
PARENT ASSOCIATION

We are parent/guardian volunteers who work with Maple Ridge 
School to fundraise for the activities and resources our kids love!

• Residency programs like inline skating, lacrosse, art and 
photography classes

• Events like Science Olympics, Winter Solstice, Kindergarten 
orientation

• Buying resources like the 3D printer, coding kits, and a variety of 
music and library resources

All are welcome! mapleridgecouncil@gmail.com



Self-Guided Open House

January 29th 

(4:30pm – 6:00pm)



Questions

39



Thank
You

Please contact the school 
(mapleridge@cbe.ab.ca) if you 
have any further questions or 

concerns

mailto:mapleridge@cbe.ab.ca
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